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T neſday the 28. of Offob., 165 I, | 


Ordered by the Parliament, +14 
TJ Ht the Thanks { thu H ouſe be given to M,Owen Dean of Chriſt-Church in Oxford FO * 
his great pains taken m his Sermon preached before the Parliament at Margarets Ve eftmin=. w 
ſter,on Friday the 24.0 f Otob. {being 4 day ſet apart for Publike Thanksgiving,) ay; that he 
be deſir ired to Print his Sermon. And that be have the like priviledge in Printing the ſame , 4s 
others in like caſe have uſually had ; And that the Lord General do give him the Thanks of this 


Houſe,and diſfre him ts Print his Sermon accordingly, 
HEN. S COBEL, Cler, Parliamenti. 
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world, there hath not any ( from the dayes of ofd ) been ſo filled with eminent Diſcoveries 
| of bs preſence, power, and [rovideuce, in diſp:fing 0; all Affairs here below accopling to the 


counſell of his own Will, as the Seaſon where he hath made you 1 SpeRacle umtro men 


» 


and Angels. being the Inſtrument in his hand to perform all his plealure, Neither in ths Seaſon 


; - hath he npon any Opportunity '0 g/oriouſly 1a$1 hel 1 upon his own Strength and Goodneſje, to manifeſt the 


fix edneflc of bis Eye 08 thoſe, whoareas the Apple of it, as in that mt: bty Deliverance, zbe high 
praiſeswhercof,, according to his good hanJ upon you, you lately rendred unto him. 

T he more Beauty and defiredbleneſſe eny de'ign azain't the Lord Chriſt is cloathcd withall, the more 
Power and Subtilty it i; 'upported with, the greater is the Brightnz'ie of his comming for its waſting 
and deſolatien. With what Deceivablcneſſe of unrighteouſnefle, and Lyes 1a Hyporrilie, the late 
graud Attempt of theſe in Scotland, w.th their Adherents (which alio was of the former , and # gene 
rmto Dejiruflion) was carried on, i in/orme meaſure now mate naked, to the loathing of its Abomina- 
tions. indizging deep to laya founlation for Bioud and Revenge, m covering privare and ſordid ends 
with a cretence of things Pablique 41d Glorious; in Limning a face of Religion upon @ woridly Stock; 
inconcealing diftant »Aims , and bleody Animoſities, ts compaſſe one (,0mmon End, that a T heater 
might be provide to af ſeveral parts upon, in pleading a NecesSsy fhom an Oach of Gd, - unto moſt 
deſperate undertakings againſt God, and ſuch like things as zheſe, perhaps it gives nt place to any 
which former eAges bave been acquainted withall, Now 3» reje# all the Claims of the «Authsr and 
' eAbbettors thereof to any Commiſstou from above , 20 deveſt them of all Prerences to Religion mad Zeal 
thereof, 20 diſappoint them in their -xpectcd Aſſociations, and to make al! their jtrength to become a5 Tow 
- ehiat hathyſmclc the fire, hath been his work atone, whottakes to himlelf his great YOwer , to carry 
on the Intefeſt.of bis K ngdom againſt oll Orpoſers. Under the th1ddow of this n:ercy. competed of 
as many Branches 6} Wiſtem,. Powr, Goodnejje, an1 Faithfutneſſe 4 any outw.ird Diſterſation hith 
brought forth ſince the nameof Chrritizn was-known, do you now #11 Coun'ch, .anl the Refidue of 
the Nationin Peace? What Obligations 'r:m the Lord What Cords of Ive are «pon us ? The Re- 
turuall and Improvement of all 11s. dcaltvgs with ns, which he require” and expeFeth trom as, I have 

intzd unto yout inthe following Sermon, For the preſent, IT ſhall onely adde, that as whatcuer there 
hath becn, of Bezuty, Glory. or »Advantage unto the veople of Ged, inthe latt TranſaFionc, bath been 
eminently of undeſeru:d Grace 5 $0 the dreadfall Vengeance which the 1.ord hath exccuted egain't the 
wen of bis £nmi!y a14 Warfare, hath been ms/t righteouſly procured, by their cleathing curſed De'gns 
of Revenge, Perſecution, B-ndage 1 Soul and Body, Sole and Rapines, with the mo;t glorious pre- 
rences 6} Zeal, Covenant, Reformation, avd ſuch like thing «, wvich never came tnto theip hearts There- 
ore that the Go of »1! our Mercies and Deliverances wouldjor ever ke'p alive in yory Hearts a fa'th- 
full Atknowledpement of his Grace, and a Praficall deteſt ation of thoſe wayes which are-ſuch a Pro- 
odeatinire the Eyes of bs Glory, ſhall be the conſbant Proyer of | 


From my Your moſt humble Servant 
Srudy Ch. in our deareſt 'Lord, 
Ch Oxon, Jonux OWEN 
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hy Ezck 17.024: And all the trees of the field ſhal knew,that I the. Lord have browght FE | 
dewn the high tree, and have exalted the low tree; have dried up the green res; 
and have made the dry tree to flouriſh. 1 the Lord have ſpoken it, have done it © 


IF Lehough all the works ofG ods providence ( which are great, © 
© <5 ard jonght out of ail that have pleaſure in them ) haveſucha ; 
$4 ſtampand impreſſion of his own 1m-«ge on them, his wi/dome, ? 
34 goodneſ;,powerlove,thar they declare their Author,and reveat * 
| Ct No S frem heaven bus kindneſs and wrath towards the children of - 
SS EY zh rep, yet ſuch are che prejudices, luſts, inordinacy of affeRtions 


- 
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SSSI AS and :nter eſt: of many, that it hath always been a long and dif- 
ficult rask ro convince them of his preſence in them, when ir hath been moſt uncon« 
troll» bly evident. | | = 
The £gyptians will wreſtle with many a plague,by thinking the Aſagicians can 
| de ſo; and the Philiftims will try to the utmoſt, whether it be his hand,or 4 chance, 2 
| ' that is hapned,to them, Lord, (1a:th the Prophet) When thy hand u !ifted np,they 
will not fee, Iſa. 16.V11- +.» 
[:  Yeaoftentimes (eſpecially when j#aic5a/1 blindneſs is gone forth wpon them. ). ©? 
though they cannot bur ſee his Arm awaked as of o/d, ard made _ bare, they will 
not reſt in his Soveraign diſpoſal of things , but riſe up agaiuſt rhe works of his re- 
| . venge and holineſs; like.wild beaſts that are purſued, when all ways of eſcape: and 
turning are {hut up,they lie in the face of him that follows them , 1hey repent not 
of their evil deeds,but bite their tongues for anger,and blaſphcme the God of heas= 
| ven,Revel.16:verſ.10:1 Ts foes 
| Yea,ſuch is the power of dcce:vable 1ufts;that many will admire at the blindnes; 
| of others in former generations, who conſidered not the works of God,(as theJews, 
| in the wilderneſs) when themſelves are-under acuall contempec of no leſs glorious 
diſpenſations : Ike the Phari/ces,who bewailed the folly of their fathers zn perſe 
cuting the Prophets, when themſelves were endeavouring to kill the Son of GO D,g 
Matth. 2329.30. | 
To bring then upon the ſpirits of men a comvition of the works of God, and his 
righteouſneſs thercin , ſo as to prevail with them to reſt in his determination of, 
things,is a task meet only for him,who knows all their hearts within them, and can+ © 
carry on theiflues of his providence, untill to-4 man they ball ſay Yerily rherey'a 
reward for the rightcous,verily he s a God who judgeth in the earth, Pſat. 58.115 
* and this 1s that which the Lord here undertakes to accompliſh, 4zd,ſaith he,all rhe 
. trees, &C- | | 
| » ” Inthepreaching and propheſying of £zekie/,this one thing among others is emi-, * 
nent,that he was Artifex parabolarum, a wonderfull framer of Swmilitades aud 
Parables,a way of teaching attended with much evidence, cleerneſs and power. 
| mem: ak Tn. 
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Ia particular,be frequently compares the World to a Field,or a Forreft;and the * 
Inhabitants of it,to the T 7ces therein: An alluſion exceedingly proper, conſidering 
{ the great variety and difference of condition both of the oneand the other.The rrees 
{ of the ficld,are ſome high,ſome /ow, ſome green,ſome dry, ſome ſtreng,tome weak, 
| ſome /oftze,ſome contemptible ſome fruitfni, ſome barren, ſome uſeful, fome al- 
together. »ſeleſs; ſo that you have all forts of perſons, high and low, of what con- 
dition, relation,or interelt ſocvcr, cl:arly repreſented by the trees of the field : and 
theſe are the trees in my Text. 
;F This Chap-unto v-22. is taken up in a RidAle, a Parable, with the expoſition of 
- jt-The rtime-being come, that God would deſtroy the outward viſible Monarchy of 
the 7-W.,for their falſe worſhip,tyranny, perſecution and oppreſſion, he employes 
the King of Babylon in that work, who ſubdues the Nation, takes away twoKings 
one after another,and appoints Zedekiab a titulary Governor under him : but the 
wrath of God being to come upon them ro the uttermoſt, he alſo cloſes with E- 
£7pt, rebels againſt him by whoſe appoinrment alone he had any right to be a Ru- 
ſer,v.16.ſ0 way is made by his ruine,to put an end to theKingly reign of the houſe 
of David in Feruſalem, Jcr.29.16,17. 
The Lord had of old erected « King/y Government in the houſe 05 D avid, not 
}-. for any eminency in the Goverament it ſelf, or for the civill ad vantage of that peo- 
” ple; for he had long before choſen 8 eſtabliſhed another coniiſting of 70. Elders of 
the peopleNum 1 1+-24-to whom he added Prophets & [nudges extraordinarily raiſed 
up in ſeverall generations, according to his promiſe, Dear. 18. 18-which when the 
people rejected,he ſaid,they rejected him,or his inſtitution, 1.5.8.7. bur that if 
might be a Type of the ſpirituall Vominion of their 17-(siah, and ſo was a part of 
their Pedegogie and bondage,as were the reſidue of their Types every one of them: 
| yeazthe moſtglorious enjoyments whatſoever, which were granted them, which did 
;- yertrepreſent ſomething that was after wards to be brought in,vwas part of that ſer- 
' viſeeſtate wherein God kept that people,that wirhout us they ſhould not be made 
perf-&.But now this carnall people beholding the ourward beaury, luſtce,and glory 
of the Type,they began to reſt in ic , to the negle of the ſpirituall Kingdom of 
Chriſt rep-eſented thereby. And thus did they with the reſt of their Types, -untill 
the Lord deſtroyed all their outward pomp and glory, 1/a.1.v1,12-1er.7.4,1415: 
So in particular dealt he with the'r Kingly Government, when once they began 
ro account their bondage their g/ory,and to embrace the hadow in ſtead of the /ub- 
ſtance. And this did he,ro recall them to a ſerious conſideration of the,tendencie of 
all Typical Inftitutions, and the defigne he was carrying on concerning the King- 
dom of Chriſt, Hence v- 22.0f this Chap. he calls them from the r thoughtfulnels a - 
bout the deſtruRions,deſolations, and contentions that were amongſt them, in re- 
ference to their Civill Rule, to the conſideration of that deſigne which he was ſe- 
etetly and ſilently carrying on,under all theſe diſpenſations. 1 W311 alſo take off the 
higheſt branch of the high cedar , andwill ſet it; I will crop off from the top of 
. hu young twigs a tender one,and Wil plant-it upon an high mountain and eminent. 
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In the moirnt ain of the height of 1ſrael will I plantit ; andit frall bring forth 
boughs,and bear f farvhna, be'a goodly cedar; and nnder it fuall dwell all fowl of 


, every Wing: in the ſhadow of the branches t hereof ſhall t hey dwell. As if the Lord 


ſhould fay,There is a great noiſe in the world abour ſetting up and plucking down 
of Kings,in this their carnal Rule; and many of you ſce nothing elſe, yoy will look 
no farther:but I alſo have my work in hand, wy deligne is not bounded within theſe 
limits and outward appearances : I am ſetting upa King that ſhall have another 
manner of Dominion and rule then theſe worms of the earth: He hal tand,as Mi- - 
cah 5.4. The ſetting up then of the Kingdom of Chriſt, who #4 the big heft branch of 
the high Cedar, and planting it in the Church, the Mountain of Iſrael, with the 
proſperity thereof,and ſafetie of him that ſhall dwell therein, is the ſubjeR of verſe 
$2:chap«23» | 

T bio beme that,to the conſideration whereof God here calls his people in ſuch a 
ſeaſon, I ſhall name one or two Obſervations from this connexion of the words. 

Obſer. 1. 1n the midſt of all the tumults and empbroilments of the Nations,that 
which the Lord takes peculiarly 4s his own deſigreinto kis own management,us the 
carrying cn of the Kingdom of the Lord Fe/ms.You are about your work, (faith the 
Lord j I alſo am about mine: you have your branches and Cedars, I alſo have one 
to plant, that (hal! fouriſh. | | 

Dan. 2.44. I» the dayes of theſe kings, ſhall the God of heaven ſet up a Kingdom 
that ſoall never be deſtroyed, 8c. Were not thoſe Kings and Kingdoms alto of his 
ſetting up,that it is ſa'd ,z» their dajes he ſhal ſet up one of his own 2 Yea doubt- *' 
leſs, He changeth the times aud the [eaſt ons,he ſetteth up kings and removeth kings 
Dan. 2.21." He rules in the kin gdom of men,and giveth it to Whom'gever he will, 
Chap-4-25. There is not a perſecuting Pharaoh, but he raiſes him up for hu own 
purpoſe, Ex09.9.16.Burt yet in reſpe of the Kingdom of his Son,he ſpeaks of them 
as if he had nothing to do with them, 1» their dayes, T will do my own work, ad- 
varce the Kingdom of the Lord Chriſt. 

T here are great and mighty works in hand in this Nation: Tyrants are puniſhed; 
the jaws of Oppreſlors are broken, bloody revengeful perlecutors diſappointed, and, 
wehope, Governors ſet up,that may be jult,ruling w= the fear of the Lord,that may 
be as the light of the morning &c,2,$S4m.23.3,4- The hand of the Lord hath been 
wonderfully exalted in all theſe things ; Bur yer ſhould we reſt in them, :hould 
they not be brought into an immediate ſubſerviencie to the Kingdome of the Lord 
Jeſus,the Lord will quick'y d'{tznguiſh berween them and his own pecul:ar deſign, 
and fay, In the dayes of theſe changes, 1 will do ſo and ſo,fpeak of them as if he had 
nothing to do with them. The carrying on of the intereſt of Chriſt, 4s his peculiar * 
aim; he of his goodnes make 1t ours alſo. En 
 Obſ' 2. eAmeng all the deſigxes that are on foot in the World there is none hath © 
either ſtability, fixednes, or final fucceſs, but onely the deſigne of God concerning 7 
the Kingdem of ( hriſt, Other branches may be ſct, but the Branch of the Lord 
onely proſpers. The likelieft appearance of other undertakings, arc but as the glo- 
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rious riſing of the ſun in. the morning;quickly clouded. The intereſt of Chriſt is like 
Toſeph, Gen. 49423 ,24+ oft-rimes the archers ſhoot at it,and grieveit; butin the 
cloſe,the bow che: cof abides in ſtrength : and therefore this is the i:lue of all theſe 
diſpenſations, That the Kingdoms and N ations are at length :0 be poſseſsed by the 
Lord Chriſt; his ſheaf ſtanding up, aud all others bowing thereunto. Aud unto 
the conſi&racion of theſc things,in the midſt of all the tumales in the vo. 14, dorh 
God effeRyally recal his people, and withall tells them how he wil carry .t 09,1 the 
words of my text, An441l the trees,&c.In the words three things are to de obſcrved 

I. The Work that God aſcribes fo himſelf, and that he icts down under 4 ty os 
fold fimilitude : | 

' I. Of pulling down the high tree, and ſettin g up the loW tree. 

2. Of drying wp the green tree, and making the dry tres to flouriſh, 

And both theſe ſimilitudes are coincident, ſerving onely in this redoubling, for 
the clearer illuſtration of chat which they ſhaddow out. 

2. There is the iſſue that God Will carry this out unto, in reſpett of others, 
All the trees of the field ſhall knoyy. : my 

3- A particular aſſurance that the Lord gives for the accompliſhment of all 
this, from the engegement of his Name. I the Lord, &c. 

. For the firft, the expreſſion of the work of the Lord, may be taken tw» 
wayes *- Is Strictly and properly. 2, Largely, and by the way of analogie and 
proportion. 

\..- In the firſt way , you may conſider, 
. ..T+ The #7ce that 1s to be caſt down and withered; and that is the high tree,and 


i  thegreen tree, A tree that intheir eyes had both beauty and vigour, high and 


green : This was the 7daicall Kingdom, admired and delighted in by the Jews: 
this, fayes God, I will reject; as alſo he will many a tall Elzab , that cven ſome 
Sampels may think to be his Anointed. ; . 

2. Therreethatis to be exalted, and made to flouriſh ; and that is the low tree 
the dry tree, contemntible for growth; it is /ow,uſeleſle for fruit; it is dry, And 
this is the ſpirituall Kingdom of the Meſſiah, contemned, deſpiſed : This, ſayes 
Gel, I will exalt, carry on, and make glorious. For though the intereſt of Chriſt 
and the Goſpel may leem low and dry for a ſeaſon, in compariſon of the glory of 
other Aouriſhing intereſts ; yet , in the iſfiſe, ic ſhall be exalted above them all. 

2+ As taken more largely, and by the way of Analogic; and fo the high and 
the green tree are the things of the molt glorious appearance in the world, perſons 
and ſtates that ſeem robe exceedingly ſured for the work that God hath to do 
that are inthe greateſt probability co be eminently inftrumentall in his hand. But 
alas, ſayes God, theſe I will pull down, and cauſe to wither. Perhaps you will 
think ir ſtrange , that a mighty Monarchy , -a triumphing Prelacie, a thri- 
ving Conformity, ſhould all be brought down : bur ſo it ſhall be; Every monn- 
tain ſhall by made a plain. | 

2+ The /oW tree, and the dry tree, are things, perſons, Aſſemblies, outwar ay 


F weak and contemprible,ſuch as wiſe men do verily believe that God will never uſe 
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they will not underſtand that ſuch 2o/ere5 [hall be deliverers ; but cry , Who "WM 

made them Judges and Rulers ? But even cheſe will Godexalt, and cauſe to flou« 

riſh : Every valley fhall be exalied. RN : | 
Two Obſervations flow hence, which I ſhall inſiſt upon. | 

I. Inthe carrying on of the intereſt of Chriſt and the Goſpel , God will work 
wonder full providential alterations, 

2, The attings of Gods providence , in carrying on the intereſt of (hrift, ſhall 
he exceedingly wnjured tothe Reaſonings and Expettations , of the meſt of the 
ſons of men. 

Some trees muſt be pluck'd down, and ſome raiſed up ; yea, high trees thrown 
down, and the low cauted ro flouriſh. 

2. There is the !ſ#e of Gods thus dealing in reſpeX of others, A/1 the trees of 
the field, &c. By the trees of the field are meant men of all ſorts that are concern= 
cd in thefe tranſactions : and herein you may obſerve two things. | 

xt» Something intim.ted; and that is, an unwillingneſſe in men to own theſe 
difpenſationset.God. Hence the Lord undertakes himſelf ro ſet on a conviction 
upon them, 3s a thing of great difficulty. 

2. Somerhing expreſſed ; which is the convidtion it ſelf that ſhall in the iſſue 
fall upon them, notwithitanding all their relutancie. Hence alſo are theſe two 
Odſervarions. | 

1. Men are — unwilling to ſee and oWn the hand of G ed,in thoſe Works 
of his providence Which anſwer not their reaſonings; intereſts, and expettations. 
oY The Lord will not ceaſe Walking contraty to the carnal rea/anings of men, 
in his mighty wo. ks for the carrying on the intereſt of the Lord fe/ns, untill 
his hand be [een, owned, and confeſſed. | 

For what remains concerning the aſſurance of the accompliſhment of all this, ... 
from the ng agement :f his Name, I ihall onely adde. | & 

That the power and faithfulneſſe of Gad are ingayed wm the carryi ng onthe things 
of the K tng dom of Chriſt, to th: convittion of the moſt ſtubborn oppoſers, ** 
I beg n with the firſt. | 

In the car ryiny on the intereſt of Chriſt and th? Goſpel, God will work won-' 

az: rfull providentsall alterations: Alterations among the trees of the field, Nz- 


tions, States, and Men on the earth. -/ 

When the beginning of the Saints departure from -under the dominion of Anti- 
c"riſt, was followed with wars,tumults,and deſtructions; it was objected to Luther 
that thar doArine could not be of God, which was attend-d with ſuch defolatians: - 
Hc<replyed,-acco: ding to the vigour of his ſpirit, Ego niſi rumultus rftos viderem 
Cbriftum in munao eſſe non crederem: Dil he not ſec thoſe tumults, he would 
not beheve that Chriſt was come forth into the world. ; (3s EM 

The Lo:d tells you how he will bring on his Kingdom, Hag. 2.6,7. I will fakes 
the heavens, and the eartb, ani the fea, and the ry land, And I will ſbake all 
nations, and the d:ſire of all nations ſhall come, &c. The defrre of the nations, ig 
to 
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they may be ſpirirnally eſtabliſhed Neither are they onely to be ſhik-n, bur alſo 
ro undergo great alterations in their ſhakings, Heb. t2.274This Word yet once more 
ſigni fies the removing of thoſe things that are hakgn, as of things that are mad? 
that thoſe things Which cannot be ſhak:n may remain, They mult have 2 removall 
as well asy ſhiking, #57 35511 a change, a tranſlation, Moſt Nations, i their c:- 
vil Conſtitution, lye out of order for the bringing in of the intereſt of Chriſt: they 
mult be ſhaken up,and new diſpoſed of, that all obſtacles may be taken away. The 
day of the Goſpel is rot onely terrible in its diſcovering light, and as it is a :rying 
furnace, Mal. 3.2. but alfoinits devorring fury, as it is a conſuming over, 
Chap. 4+ 1. | 

. There are three principall ſeaſons of the Lords eminent appearance to carry on the 
Kingdom of Chriſt and the Goſpel, and all attended with dreadtull proviaenriall 


alterations :. and unto one of theſe Heads may all particular aQtings be reduced: 


I» The firſt is, the promwulgation of the Goſpel among the Jews, by the Lord 


Chriſt himſelf and his Appoltles. What this was atteaded withall,is graphically de- 


ſcribed, atth. 2 4.6,7. And ye ſhall hear of wars, and rumors of Wars; for Na- 
tion ſhall riſe againſt Nation, and kingdom againſt kingdom; and there ſhall 
be famines, and peſtilences,and earthquakes in divers places. And the cloſe of it 
you have, ver/, 29, Immediatly after the tribulation of thole dayes, ſhail the ſun 
be darkened, and the moon ſhall not give her light, «rd the ſtars ſhall fall from 
heaven, and the powers of heaven ſhall be ſhaken, The Judaicall Stare, in all the 
height and glory of it, was utterly conſumed ; ſo that a1 flifs, all the Jews, 
were in danger of utter deſtrufion, v. 22. Their own Hiſtorian himſelf a Jew,af- 
firming, that from the foundation of the world, never was there ſuch deſtraQion, 
and deſolation brought upon any Nation. Which words of h's, arc a Comear on 
that prediftion of our Saviour, 2atth. 24.21. And the reaſon of this eminent de- 
ſolation you have, 1/a. 9. 5, 6. 

2. The ſecond is, in the further carrying on of the Goſpel after the deſtruction 
of Teruſalem, throwour the world of the Gentiles, ſubject then in a great pro- 
portion to the Romane Empire. And what is the iflue hercof > The opening of the 
fix Seals immediatly follows thereon, Rev. 6. which ( after manifold and various 
alterations ) end in that dreadfall diſſolution of the Pagan Empire, which you have 
deſcribed, from v. 14. to the end. 

3- The moſt ſignal is the comming of the Lord Chriſt,to recover his people from 
Antichriſtian idolatry and oppreſlion ; which, of all others,is and ſhall be attended 
with the moſt aſtonithing alterations and deſolations, pulling down of hjgh trees, 
and exalting them that are low. Thence is that war, deſcribed, Rev. 17. 14. and 
that mighty vengeance poured out by the Lord Chriſt on the Nations, their Kings 
and Captains, Chap. 19. v. 11. to the end, which the holy Gholt deſcribes by a 
coleion of all the moſt dreadfull expreſſions which are any where uſed to ſer out 
orear devaſtations in the Old Teſtament. ' 


| And 


Md 2 Sb... 8. HE EE. Is £445 4 


FT © VU; maw ——_— 


| ls 


REny why 
" 4a 


- And this is the head whereunto the preſent aftings of providence in this Nation 
are to be referre4, they all-tend to the accompliſhment of his main deſigne therein. - 


Hethat thinks B-by/ox is confined to Rome, and its open Idolatry, knows nothi 


-_ 


of Babylon, nor of the New leru{alem; The depth of a ſubtile Myſtery, doth not 
lyc in groſſe viſible t oily: It hath been infinuating it (elf into all the Nations for * 
1600. ycars, and to moſt of themiis noww-become as the mar.ow in- their bones : * 
before 1t be wholly ſhaken out, theſe heavens inult be difſolved, and the earth ſha- © 
ken; their tall trees hewed down, and ſer a howling, Rev. 18. and the reſidue of 


them trantplanted from one end of the earth to-another. | 


This, I ſay, then is the work that the Lord hath now in hand; And this is a.day 
of tharkfulcefſe in referrence to what he hath done for us mn this Nation. 'I know * 
no better way of praiſing God for any work, then the finding our of his defigne 
therein, and clojing with him in 1t. God hath gone with you (I hope) now to the 
end of your wotk; lcave him not untill he comes to che end of his. He hath come © * 
pelled you to go With him one mile for your own good ; go with him ewo for his : 
glory. The two Tribes and an half face not down im their own poflet{ions, untill * 
the whole work ofthe Lord was done. I ſpeak not with 1eipe-t ro any ingage= * 
ments of war with Foraign Nations ; what have I to do with things that are above © 


me? You wlll finde work enough for your zeal tothe Kingdom ot Caritt at home: 
aad this is the work of thankfulnetle whica you are called unto. 
Now the reaſons of this me, 

Reaſ. 1, Becauſe amongſt all men, where the Kingdom of Chriſt is to be ſet up 
there is ſomething or other poſſefled, that he alone muſt and will have; and there- 
fore the Lord,giving Jetus Chrift bur his «ws snherirance, it muit needs be attend- 
ed with great alterations, I dare ſay, unt:Il of late ( whatever nowis) there was 
not any State or Nation in the World, where the Name of Chriſt is known, but 
that there was an intrenchment upon that which is the pure portion and inheri- 
rance of the Lord Chriſt, and that detained with falſbood and force. Yea, ſuch is 
the folly & blindneſs of themoſt of men,that they think their greateſt intereſt l:es,fn 


holding that faſt, which Chriſt will take from them ; Pharoab-like, that choughe © - 
it the great advantage of his Kingdom,nor to let the people go, when it proved the. * 


ruine of him and his Land. This 1 dare ſay will in the iflue be the ruine of all; or 
oroft of the tall trees of Ewrope ; they have graſped much of the power of Chriſt, 
and endeavour to impoſe on the conſciences of his in the worihip of God,or other- 
wiſe oppreſle them in what he hath purchaſed for them ; and, by adreadfull miſ- 
rake,they ſuppoſe their own interelt lies therein; which makes them hold faſt,uncill 
Chriſt hath ſhaken them all to pieces , and taken away cven that alſo which was 
their own. The late King had learned a ſaying from his Predeceſſor, No Biſbop, no 
King. Hence he ſuppoſes his main intereſt co lie in holding faſt Prelacy; whatever 
he ſeems to part withall,that he will not let go,that is his main intereſt. And what 


is this Prelacy ? a meer eAntichriſtian encroachment upon the inheritance of 
Chriſt: Chriſt coming to take his owne , ſhakes the other co pieces: : Thoſe whs © 
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| Would have been our Oppreſlors in Seodanthin that God hath craſhed the Cock- 


This 2Zerox-generation : when God is jealous for Sion, he # 
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atrice in the ſhell, and filled the pit with their dead bodies, which they had digged 


F/ for us, they alſo had prepared a Procruſter bed, a heavicy oke, a beait that had it__ 
FE grown to perfeRtion, would have had horns and hoofs, and in maintaing this, they 
FF think their great intereſt to lic. 


And in holding this faſt, are they afcer all their Aﬀociations broken in pieces, 


{|} and thisis one cauſe. 


-  Rea(.2. The works that God hath to do in ſuch a ſeaſon, require it ; God hath 


f - three great works to doe , in the day of his carrying on the intereſt of Chriſt and 
©} The Goſpel. | 


x. He hath great revenge; to take, 
2 He hath great deliverances to work. 


"= . 3 Hehath great diſcoveries to make, I ſhallbut touch on each. 


xz He hath great revenges ts take, and that on three ſorts of Perſons. | 


| | . 1 Ow oppreſsing Babylonians ; falſe worſhippers and perſecutors : Whileſt the. 
iff Pride is preparing for the Lord Chriſt, he goes forth with rhe Ar- | 


ies of Heaven folleWing him to take vengeance on theſe his ene= 7/6. 43. 14. 


# i -- Mics, Rev. 19.11. Theſeare the Ab/ſolomy, the nſurpers of his Jer. 25. 12. 


throne, the Hawzers, the forcers of his ſpouſe, the chiefeſt adverſa- chap.s 1. 35. 
ries of his Kingdom : He ſpall fill places With dead bodies of theſe, Rev. 16. 19, 
and upon this account, wound the heads over many ( onntries, Pal. 

IO» 6. The Axe is laid to the root of many a ta# Tree on this ſcorc, even in this 
Nation, where he is reckoning for blood , and impoſition of yokes ; and he hath 
found out men, inheriting this ſpirit from one generation to another. 


. 2 Scoffing Edomites,there is a twofold quarrel that God hath with that generatte - 
4: on of men. | 


I. Their rejoycing at Sions diſtreſs, and deſiring its encreaſe, Pal. 157. 6. 

2 Their endeavour to deſtroy the relidue, when at any time ſtreightned, Obed. 
.24- How many in the late tryall,rejoyced-in the ſtraights of $79» > Thar fare expe- 
Qing our deſtruction, that chey might haye riſen to ſtand m' the oroſs wayes to have 
cut oftthem that eſcaped : wherewith ſhould they have reconcikd themfelves to 
their maſter, but with the Heads of the ſeryants of Chriſt? God hath vengeance 


F- inſacha day as this for Edorr alſo. 


3 Luke-warm Laodiceaxs, neutraliſts,that drink Wine 3n bowls, and are no wa 


' moyed at the ſufi-ring-of 7o/eph. Galis*s, that care for none of theſe things, there 


is nor & generation in the. World, with whom the Lord is more | oder par ch 
ifſpteaſet with them 


that are at caſe, Zach. 1. 14, 15- Now conſidering how many perſons of all thiſe 
ſorts are fixed in the Nation , and you will ſee that vengeance cannot be taken on 
them withoyr great alterations. NIEL | | 


|  _ 3 He hathacltncrances to work : Tris the time of viſiting th# Priſoners of hope: | 
#  . phe prey rauſt be taken out of the ZaWes of the ttrrible > every Puſf of the op 
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brokew Ingles '5 yea; he delivers his Saints, not onely from all that they have {uf 
fered,but from i%has was inthe contrivance of their enemies to hn Ag them, 

\- Which is greater then they can excoure 5 and this will coſt -ſomerhing before- the : 

| Pharaohs of the Nation, will et his peoplego. * i 
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\ \ 1 Theday ofcarrying on the intereſt of Chriſt,is a day of purifying and purgings | 


being very angry at the delwerancesof $10n;oh the otherſide;all. the mighty ſucceſs 
E271 ſes:thut God hath followed poor deſpifed ones withall, beingiawith them as:with 
thoſe in-daycs of old, Heb. __ Why throngh faith falilurt Rin dom: wrenght 
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| der allthis, may-welenquite after thar principle, which being regularly carried on, 
| .ycemecting with the corruption and luſts of men,ſhould ſo wheel them abour,and 
# work ſo many mighty alteratious.- Now what is this, but the moſt cffeual deſign 
8. of the Lord, rocarry on the intereſt of Chriſt and the Goſpel , whatever ſtands in 
I rhe way. This bears down all before it, wraps up ſome in blood, ſome in hardneſs, 
I and is moſt eminently ſtraight and holy in all theſe tranſaRions. 1/a. 14. 32. What 
i fall one then anſwer the meſſengers of the Nation? That the Lord hath founded 
= Sion, ard the poor of hu people ſhall truſt in it, 
=m# . V/c. 2 To magnitie the goodneſſe of God, who unto us hath ſweetned and ſea- 
MF ſoned all his dreadfull diſpenſations, and all the alterations in thoſe Nations, with 
I this his gracious defigne running through them all: this is that which puts all their 
' beauty and luſter on them, being outwardly dreadfull and horrible. The carrying 
# on of this( which is hidden from the men of the world, who have therefore no joy) 
| is the onely thing we have to rejoyce in this day; our ViRtories have no glory, but 
# what they receive from hence: 7/4. 4. 2. That bloud which is an acceptable facri- 
}. fice to the Lord,is the bloud of the enemies of this deſigne of his: - the vengeance 
#Y that is to be delighted in,is the vengeance of cheTemple:Heaven »nd all thats in it; 
is called to rejoyce when Babylon is deftroyed with violence and fury, Rom.20.21. 
434+ when thoſe who would not have the King of Saints reigne, are brought forth and 
ſlain before his face; and in this God makes diſtinguiſhing work, and calls to re- 
joycing; 1/a. 65.13, 14: Therefore thus ſaith th: Lord God, My ſervants ſhall eat 
but ye ſhall be hungry, my ſervants ſhall drink bat ye ſhall be thirſty, behold my 
| ſervants ſoall rejoyce, but ye ſhall be aſhamed; behold my ſervants ſhall ſing for Jo! 
it of heart,but je ſbal cry for ſorrow of heart, and ſhal beule for vexation of ſpirit. 
+ * Thus the Saints are cxlled to ſing the /ong »f Moſes the ſervant of God, and the 
\# ſong of the Lamb, Rev. 15. 3-. The deliverance by 2o/es was a temporall deli= 
} verance from outward yokes ahd bondage ; the deliverance of the Lamb was a (pi- 
| rituall deliverance, from ſpirituall bondage; the deliverance that God will give his 
TFF Saints from this.oppreſTion, ſhall be mixed; as their bondage partakes of both, ſo- 
LEE ſhall their. deliverance be;and therefore they ſhall png the /ong of Hoſes and the 
| Lamb; Ifever any perſons in the world had cauſe to ſing th2: ſong of Moſes & the 
F. Lamb,we have this day;the bondage prepared for us, was both inſp rituals& tem- 
+ -porals; about a Tyrant full of revenge,and a diſcipline full of perſecution, hath been 
ovr coateſt; whether the yoke of one and the other,ſhould by the ſword & violence 
, be put'upon our necks & conſciences,is our controverſie. There was bothEg ypr and 
Babel in the bondage prepared, and both theſe enraged; Pharaoh doubled the rask 
of the 1/raclites when they did bur ſpeak of liberty; what would he have done 
had he recovered them under his hand after they were eſcaped? 'What wou!'d the 
thoughts of that man of bloud have been and his wayes, had be prevailed'after 10 
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. ways have been, who thought to fit on his right hand and. his left in his kingdom; 
; but of this afterward... Now God having broken both the one ſnare and the other, 
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1urcly we have cauſe to fing the ſong of 1{oſes and of the Lamb thes day, when. 
.otheis-ate in the condition mentioned, 1/4,8.21,22. LES J 
It is true, all things are not clear to all perhaps,that ſerve the Lord; ſome can - 


not rejoyce in the woiks of our God, but they are not rhe firſt on whom that ſin 


hath beeen charged ; nothing more frequent in the Scripture, then the laying this 


fin at the door of profeſſors, that they ſet not their hearts to the works of the Lord 
if they arc of the Armies in Heaven they wilat length learn to follow 71. 43. 18. 
the Lamb; a::d for the preſent, muſick with ſome difcords, may make P/. 48.42, 
melody for the Lord. The ſong of Deborab 1s full of complaint - Di- 439. 44+ + 


viſion of Ruben; Gilead, Dar, and Afar, low in their helps, Me= Jud. 5. 15 


r8& wholly neutrall:. though we have a}l theſe ſorts, yet may we - 17, 23. - 
make a ſong to the Lord, that in Jeſus Chriſt may be acceptable this day- 
And the Lord I hope, will open the eyes of them amonglt vs, and give them to 


cry-for mercy when his righteous judgments havedriventthem from all their holds. -: 
"When the mighty Army was deſtroyed in the North about three years ago, many 


would ſce nothing in it, bunt that they had not the bleſſing of the Church; hence 


they began to think of it asBalack did of B aalam,Whom hebleſſed,they were bleſſed, \ 
ana whom he carſea they were curſed. God could not bear the robbing himof his 


glory, and giving it unto ſelfiſh men; they ſhall blefſe and blefle again, and beno 
more heard then the Bae/iſts cry; even ro the Lord ſhall they cry, but he will not 
regard them: the Lord I fay will drive them from ſuch holds as theſe, that they 
may ack:oiviedge his hand. Let then the great work of the Lord be owned, be re- 


© _ 


joyced in, for it will certainly bear down all that ſtand in the way of it. Neither is. 


there the leaſt rrue conſolation in any of theſe alterations, but what ariſes from a ' 7 


cloling with it- Come we to the ſecond Obſervation. RED 
Obſ. 2. The altings of Gods providence'in carrying on the intereſt of Chriſt, ave 

C& ſhal bz exceedingly unſnited to the reaſonings & expeitaticnt of the moſtof men 
He hath a glorious work here to be acovplithed,of whom ſhould he now make 

uſe? ſurely re high tree, the green tree wi;il be employed; if one be to be anointed 


in the family of eſſe, will it not be goodly Eliab ? if the King will honour any! _ 


who ſhould it be but I, ſayes Haman? but all on the contraty; the /oW dry rres is 


taken, David from the flock,and Mordecai from the Gate,the thoughts of Gid, ars 


not 45-07 thoughts,ueither doth he look on outward appearances. . 
To give ſome inſtances in his- moſt ſignal aftings in this Kinde, _ , 
The Jews knew that God had a great work to doin giving of a Meſiah,theSa- 
Enke 3:13. viour of the world; they areraiſed up to'expedation of 1t; upon 
Fobn1.19,20. every conſiderable appearance, they c:y, # this he? and what withil 


 Alts 1.6. did they expeA? outward glory,beanty deliverance, carnall power 


Mat. 20-21,22.: and dominion; God at length comes-to do his work, and bringeth 
Mark 13. 55+ forth a poor man, that had not where to lay his head, followed by 
Chap.$.-20. - a few tiſherwen and ſimple women, that had neicher form nor 


Tohn 4-48, 49+ romline ſe that be ſhould be defired, periecuted, deſpiled, crucified, | 
crab RT. ET rg " 2" NP IY is | 
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T{a+-53+2, 3+. from the beginning to the end quite another thing then zyhat they 
Phil. 2.7, 8. looked for ; Thus layes he the foundation of che Goſpel, in the 
- perſonof his Son, by fruſtrating the expeRations of the moſt of men 3 The ftone 
which «he buidders refwſed; dec. © | 
"Again, tering ſalvation is of the Jews, the rod of (brifts ſtrength being to be 
ſent ext of Sion,and that living watcrs were to flow forth from JeruſalemgtheGoſ- 
being from thence to bepublithed through the world, whoſhould theLord chuſe 
20 do it? Surely the great, the wiſe, the learned of that Nation, the H:gh priefs, 
' Tohn 4.22. learned Scribes, devout Phariſees, that might have won their meſ(- 
Pſa; 110.2« tage,lome repute and credit in the world; but contrary to all the wiſe 
Zach. 14.8, dom of the fleſh, he takes a few ignorant, weak, unlearned Fiſhermen, 
AXZ5-4. 13+ deſpited upon all accounts, and commits this great work unto them; 
x Cor41.20. and accordivgly out they go, friendleſle, helplefſe, harborlefle, unto 
26, 27, 28. their great employment. The like inſtruments for the moſt part did he 
.employ to make an entrance upon the_great work of caſting down falſe-worſhip 
and I olatry« 
_ Moreover in that great work for the Lord Chriſt , which is to be accompliſhed 
jn the ruine and deſtruction of Babel, when it muſt be done with mighr,power,and 
Nrength. withArmics,and bloud,wil not now theLord uſe the high and green trees? 
ManyKisgs & Potentares having in profeſſion embraced the doarine of theGoſpet E + 
Nobles andGreat ones having given up their names jn appearance unto Chriſt;who 
Þut they (hall now be uſed in this work of the Lord? Bur yet plainly. theLord tels 
£ker the contrary, Rev. 18. 9. all theſe perſons bewail the judgements of God that 
areexccuted on B abel, which ſhall be done by /oW dry Tee-. 
To give one inſtance in the mighty works which God hath lately wrought in | 
 FF-- atheie Nations ef #9rk of Reformation and carrying on the intereſt of Chtiſt is 
£8 _ Sereuadertaken; what upoa this are the thoughts ofchemoſt of mei:?*whether were 
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their eyes rurned? 7 all trees, green Trees ate pitched on;this and that great Lord 
popular with the multitude; E/5ab is in their eyes, they mult do it; the Scots ſhal _ 
ainly eter; the King thall betaken from his evil councel,he {ball be aQive in | * 
ﬆ« 1 Church Gdvernment (hal beſet up, and no man fuffcred to live in the Natt- 
 enthatwill not ſubmit unto it. Some; like the fons of Zebedee,thal ſicon the right | 
and left hand of Chriſt, inthe Kingdom they were ſetting up for him; theſe, aid 
thoſe ſound good mew ſhall be next the King,” then all wili be great and glorious in- 
deed: What now I pray? doll things indeed ſuit and anſwer thet.expeRations | 
and reaſonings of men? doth-God accompliſh the thoughts of their hearts? Alas, 
the high Trees reftsd on, proved for the molt part bs reeds thatrunvwioonr 
. baxds,and ct out our blood inabundance zxono purpoſe; the Tap borghthoped for 
fallen as an 4bominable branch, the Scots (ſhaken and broken with unparalelid de-- 
ſraction;in the maintainance of the intereſt &cauſe which at firſt they proſperouſ- 
ly oppoſed; the Tron yoke pretended to be that of Chriſt (though it be tefhly,cartsl, 
4nd cruel), {uired to the wiſdom of a 'man,and his rule be ſpiritual meek and gent le) 
INT - || 
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| they received fo many great advantages : God 


eaſt off and thrown uway ; low Tron b4 T reez, defpiſed ones, contemned ones - 
without form or comlineſſe exalted, ufed, employed, and the hand of the Loxd evi- 
dent]y lifted up in all theſe TranſaRions. £3 

Some Reaſons of this may be given, and the firſt is taken; 

I. From the corruptions of the hearts of men, ſquaring the works of Godto - 
their fleſhly reaſonings, corrupt intereſts and principles; they are bold with the 
wiſdom of God, and conclude thus, and thus things onght to be, ordering their 
thoughts for the moſt part, according to their corrupt and carnall advantages; T 
ſhall inftance both as to carnall advantages and principles. | 

I. Carnal power and glory ſeem excellent ro the FeWs; hence think they, when 
God gives us our Xeſ5:ah,all this muſt be accompliſhed; their eAfeQions are dif- 
ordered by corrupt luſts and defires,and that enflaves their winds to ſtrange appre- - 
henſions ; God comes in his own way, and hou croffe do things run to their expe= - 
ations? What was the corrupt defign of many in Scor/ana? that they might ſer up 
a ſon of Tabeal in England,and themſelves be great under him;that they and their 
partakers might impoſe on the reſidue of the Nation , eſpecially in the thiogs of 
God ; their great deſire that things ſhould be thus, corrupts their minds to think, 
that jt ought to be ſo, and it ſhall be ſo ; Hence, Ambition to rule, and to have alt 
under their power, even in conſcience, is quickly miſtaken for zeal to the Kingdom 
of Chriſt, re-inthroning of Tyranny, is loyalty, and all according to Covenant; as if 
men had ſworn to be good ro themſelves, and to bee rrue to their own intereſt all 
their days; which ſurely few need to be fworn to.Thus mens minds and judgments 
arc diſtempered by their luſts and intereſts, which makes them frame a way for God 
to proceed in, which when he doth not, how are they ſurpriſed ! _ 4 

2. For Principles; men take up principles that they wil adhere unto; wiſe prins 
ciples forſooth, yea and very righteous too ; all things what ever thar fall ont muſt 


be ſquared unto their Principles rhey expect that nothing muſt be done,bue what oJ | 


ſuits unto them ; and if any thing contrary be wrovght, even of God hitnfelfhow + * 
deceived, how Mancind are they. | TIO 
The moſt tremendous judgement ofGod in this world, is the hardning of the hearty. 
of men;rhis ſeals them up for the moſt part to deftruRtion: A thing it is ofter-mens 
tioned in the Scripture,8& many ſubtile difpures there are, how it ſhould comeforth 
from him who is 72057 holy, feeing it is the greateſt fin of the creature Þ I ſhalt give 
you my thoughts in a molt eminent inſtance or two,as to one particular of 'it. * 

' 1. Look on Pharaoh, of whom it is moſt fignally ſpoken, that God fhardned his 
heart; how did the Lord accompliſh this > Pharaoh ſettles himſelf upon as ripbte= 
ons Principles as ever any of the fons of men could do; one is, That it belongs r9 
the chef Ruler of a Nation to ſee to the profit and glory of the Nation. What more 
righteous principle is there in the world? You that talk of your primciples, give me 
one more righteous then this. Hence he concludes, that if it beiucumbent on bim to 
ſce that the Realm receive no detriment , he _ ler the people g0,by whom 

firms his heart in theſe princi-. . | 
ples, 
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them up between the mountains arfll the ſea; .Pharach Jultly concludes, thar they 
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and providence of God ;. hence he and his periſhed in their principles ating againſt 


the appearance of God. 


2, Itis 3l{o ſaid of Sihos the King of the eAmorites, that his heart was hardued ; 


that he Wonla not let the people go turough his land ; How l pray? Even by adhe- 
rg to that wiſe principle, that »r 74 nor meer ro let a porent enemy into the bowels 
of @ people ; and this made way for his rune. 


'- Thus tis with many; they tix on principles,good in-generall, and in.their feaſon: 


old bounds muſt nor be broken up;order m:ſt aot ve ditturbed: Let God appear ne- 
ver ſo eniinently,ſo mightily,they wil kecp co theirPrincciple;what is chis butF#- 
dicrall bardnes? And this I ſay is one reaion why the aCting> of God in ſuch a Day 
as this, are ſo unſuitcd to the expeRations of men; they 1quare his works to theln- 


_ fereſts and Privc:ples, wh ch it will not aniwer. 


. 2, God chuſeth thus to do things above and beſides the exeRations of men, that 
his Preſence, and the Preſence of the Lord Chriſt may be the more conſpicuous in 
the World. Did the Lord alwayes walkin paths that men had rationally that is 
Fooli/hly ( forſuch is our wiſdom in the wayes of God) alot to him, the appear- 
ances of his glory would be excecdingiy ecclipſed: It is hard for men to have a clear 
and naked view of the power otGod in effecting any thing, when there is great help 
of means to do it; but it is much harder to diſcern the wiidom of God 1n an affair, 
when mens own wiſcdom and deſigning is all accompliſhed. Bur now, when the 
way of God is like the Way of an Eagle #n the Aire, when his paths are in the deep, 
and hjs footſteps are nor known: then is he glorious in hisgoings. Men think allthings 


-would be very glorious, if they might be done acco' ding to theic minye: perhaps in- 


deed they would, but with their glory, not the glory ot God. 

. God will do it for the h irdning of many falſe empry Profeſſors and others in the 
world, that the jadgemenrs appointed may come upon them to the uttermoſt. The 
Rom. 9.18. hardning of men to their deſtrution,being a cloſe and inward work, 
Dext. 2, 30. is one of the moſt eminent as of the providence of God in gover- 
Pſa 81,12. ning the world: By this, he accompliſheth moſt of the judgements 
& 69. 22. thathe hath threatned. Now there is not any Diſpenſatien of God 
Joſt. 11. 20. towards man,bnt he can, and doth ſometimes cauſe it to be ſo ma- 
1/4.6.9,10, naged and ordered , that it ſhall be a way and means of hardning 
II, 12. - ſuchas hehath appointed thereunto.Some are hardned i:y the word, 
Tohn 12: 40. fomeby mercies, ſome by judgements. Among other wayes that he 
41, 42, 43, uſeth for this purpoſe, this is one, the diſpotal of the works of his 
Dext.32.15+ providence, contrary tothe reaionings of men, doing things unl;kely 
and unfitly in the eyes of flcſh and bloud; .chat ſo chey may deſpiſe thoſe wayes of 
his, and be broken in oppolition unto them.Take an inſtance in Pharaohs laſt hard- 
ning for deſtruction; when he brought the people out of Egypr, he-did not lead 
them the dire&t way into Canass, but carries them into the Wildernefſe, apd ſhurs 


are 
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ples, which are good in themſelves, but abominable when taken up againſt themind - 


a'e entangled beyond eſcape, and tht c (hall frre'y -6vertake them and deſtioy 


” 


them; this drawes him'ove to h+ ruvwc; bad God led them jn cheſtratght ; ailty d 
_ he had - of purtned after chem; but the Lord layes this as a plot fot his” | 
<lirucizon. God will harden Jereboam, and therefore a Lyon ſhall flay the Pfo»* | 


pher that ; reachei! ap? tn{t his Idolatry.: So wes it with the [-ws, they expe&all 


!ory to »tteud the commirg of the Mrfſinhandafter the co:mming of hity nidetd;/ | 
-d follows the.n w th judgments ro a t: rail deſolation; which being ſo nnſuired- * 

w to the di pentation they expected, hardneſſe thereby 15 come upon thermo th 
verermoſt. Tertallian ſayes, he dare fay, That the Seriprures were on purpoſe fas | 


med in many things, to give occaſion ro proud and crrious- wnhumbled-wits i# 


fumble and felh. And I dare fay, char th:- Lord doth order many of tis works 1 


the world, in W-yes paſt finaing ont , on purpoſe to give occaſion to many to 


ſtan ble and fall. God fIlfilleth mary mighty works , that con!d not otherwiſe be * 
b:o: ght aco t, by hardniug the hearts of mer. The hardning of the late Kings 
heart wis an-eogrne'whereny he wrought mighty th ngs and alter:tions : had rot 2? 
God laid obduratene:'e arid ttubboriefs upon his tpirit, we had long i:1ce in all pro- ; 
bability been r1;1ned. Fo accompliſh this end then, God w:l ſo order the wot k of his * 
providence, that men thai! reaſon themſelves into unreaſonable and brut.th hard . 


neſs and {t1p:dity. Thus hath God core in the dayes wherein we live; his mighty: 


acts rhat he hat! wrought, both for the matter of the things done, and the manner * 
of their doing, have cen fo contrary to mens princip/es, Intereſts, ExpeFtations, 


aid Reaſons, that they have flighted them to tuch a degree of hardnii:g, that th 


ſeem to have co reaſon left at :j]; and when it comes to chat, God will fall judict- 2 


ally upon the very facult cs of their fouls; he will blinde their eyes, deprive ther 


of their judge 'r:cat and vifthghe 11:9 thing+,t:ar they ſhall be as incajable of Gods ; 
minde as fooi', und g've them u': to vile affett:ons, to do the things that are not :; 
ſeemly, as it hath fallen out with coo mary amongſt us. Let us nory make forme. 


uſe of thi: port. Tr er ves then, 


1. Todicover the vavity of thoſe men, who becauſe the works of God have + 


not bee:: carried on in waycs /#table ro their Reaſonings and E xpettations, do ut- 
terly re:et them, diſown them, and oppoſe h:m in them. Can theſe men give an 

one inſtance,of ary eve eminent Wor k of God, that he hath brought about by fuch 
wayes and rmeans,as men would rationally alot therennto? eſpecally in things that: 


arc in immediate ſubſerviency to the Kingdom of the Lo-d Chriſt?Can they inſtance . 
that they have been ſo managed? nay, hath nct th s been a means to harden mull Fl 


rwaes to thiir deftruttion, that have limited the Holy One, and chalked ont paths 
for hm to walk :n? 1 cannor bur fear that it was a great : rovocation of rhe ey#s of 
God: Glo y that at che beginning andin the carrying on of the great alterarior $ that 


haxe been wrought by Is providence among us, we did (pesk of co/ firming and 
continuing under ary condit'on whut{oever, any things or perſons-which it was in 
his deſign to evert; We muſt be promiſing to keep up. the high rree, and tokeep 

Joy the low rree, which was not at all in his choughrs, neither ever camcirinrq 


= 
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| his 1. F'Y T hope he hath raughe vs, PLP thorns, to fo'low him ſometimes 
I.ke Abraham,nart kaowing Whither We go. Now the Lord co »vi ice them who are 
| yer under this darkieſ*; that think the wayes of God not equall, hecauſe not mea- 
W& ſured by their line; that bring their crooked rulesunto that which is really ſtra:r, and 
JF caft ic away as abominable. The children of 1/rael had got a proverb 4gainlt the 
= waye> of Gol; :t was ſo taken for granted, that the wayes ot his providence were 
8 Not right and ſtrait, that it was grown into a common by- word: a little ditcovery 
F of rhe pride and hypocrite of their own hearts undeceived then at ! ſt. | 
| I ſhall not ſay to our Brethren,that they have ſhewed this day, that if Ab/o/oms 
ug had lved, and all we had been flain, it would have been well: leaſing ro them: but 
VS this I ſhall ſay, that it is a ſad ligne, that our wayes pleaſe not God, when his wayes 
F pleaſe oot us at all. | | 
f There being not ſpace for the handling of the remaining propoſicions, I ſhall go 
= forch to one generall ule, and fo conclude. 
& - Now this I ſhall rake from that of the Prophet eAmes,4.12. the generality of 
8 the people being exerciſed with various judgements, the reſidue of them are ſaid to 
IF be ſaved 45 « firebrand ont of 1he burning; that is, powerfully, effeually, from a 
3# very terrible,and a very necr deſtruQion. After all the Lords great diſpenſations of 
# providence, in carrying on his own delign, this being the condition of rhe p-ople o 
ly #24 Nation,many being deſtroyed by fore-going judgements, and the reſidue no w 
j + ſaved like a fice-brand our of che burning,God having given us this iflue of hismigh- 
{FF ty wo ks,in pulling down the high tree,and exalting the low tree, it cannot bur be 
| | | our wiſdom to cloſe with the counſell which God gives in ſuch a condition ; and 
EE that you have, Iſay,uLmwors 4-12. Beeanſe I will do this unto thee, prepare to meet 
id 12 thy God,O Tjrael.Secing that all this is done, Prepare to meet thy God,O England; 
{8 Prepare to meet thy God,O Parliament; Prepare io meet thy tr04, O Army: To 
E lead youa little rowards the performance of this duty it being thar, and that alone, 
T8 which is incumvent on you, I ſhall ſhew you theſe two things: 
' 3» In the way of bus Holineſs, 


| I. IVhat it ts Whereis We are to meet our God. 
; | Firſt, The eminent ways,or the Providence of God in theſe days,may be referred” 
+ . unto three heads: 
+ T.Hz generall deſign, te pull down all theſe high oppoſitions to the Kingdam of 
Wt by Son which I have mentioned. 

T 2+. His peculiar aym to ſtain the glory of all fleſh; to pull devn high rrees that 
i m0. fleſb may glory. FIPS | 

3. Hu ſhaking of all endearments and injoyments bere below,that the hearts of 

bit may be fixed only on the things that canpes be ſhaken OO "> OY 
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2. How we muſt meet him therein. : 

For the firſt, there are three ways wherein we muſt meet the Lord, if we deſire 
to anſwer his mind in any of theſe diſpenſations. | 

I. 1» the way of bu Previdence, 

2. In the Way of bu Worſhip. 


f 
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' And theſe upan all accombrs ard confiderations whatever -, appear to be the >. 
ma'n tei:dencics of the aRtings of Providence in theſe our dayes. | 

Secondly, There u the way of his Worſtip,wherein alſo t:: will be met: Ir is moſt 
remore from my thoughts , to enter into co-:teſts concerning that peculiar way of -, 
Goſpel werſo;p,vhich Chriſt hath appouned. lt ſuthiſerh me, that ſecu.g God hath * 
pr omiſed that in theſe dayes he will have his Tabernacle with men ; and that bar= 
renies and drought ſha! be on every ſoul that comes not up to hs feaſt of T aber- 
nacles, it is bottom ſvthicient, to preſs men to meet him in that way, according as 
he ſhall graciouſly make our l:ght into them. - | | | 

3. There u the way of his Holine;s; as he is holy, ſo are all his wayes holy, ſo he, - 
will be met and walked with,in 41l wayes of holineſs and obedience to Jeſus Chriſt _ 
and theſe are the ways wherein God will be met by his Remnant , his delivered 
Remna: tr, 

2.W at, then is it to cer the Lord in any of theſe wayes ? What is it to mee# 
him in the way of his Providence, his Worſhip, his Holineſs 2 To meer one inany : 
thivg,is to c/o/e with him in that thing: We ſay herein, I meet you, when we are of 
one mine. To meer the Lord in theſe things, 15 to cloſe with the will and minde of, _ 
God in,them;- this is that which I wouid cxhort you unto, yea, lay the charge of 
God upon you tis day,even on you and your { ompanions , whoareas a brand- 
ſaarchedour of the burning. | | 

I. Meet him in his genera'! deſign of caſting down all combined oppoſition to 
the Kingdom of his Son; that God m his appointed cime w:ll bring forth : he King- 
dom of the Lord Chriſt unto more glory aud rower,then in former days,I preſume 
you are perſwaded : what ever will be more,theſe fix things are clear'y promiſed. 

i. Falneſs of peace unto the Goſpel, .nd the profeſſors thereof, I{a.11.6, 7. Ch.54. 
23. Iſa. 33. 20, 21. Rev. 21. 25» 

2. Pu4-ity aud Beauty of Ordinances, and Goſpel Worſhip, Rev. 11.1. Ch.21 . | 
5. The labernac'e was wholly made by appointment, Mal. 3.3, 4+ Zach. 14. 16. . 
Rev. 21.27.Zach. 14 23. Iſa: 35» 8. 

3. Mulritudes of converts, many perſons, yea N.itions: Iſa, 60.7, 8. Ch.66+ 
8. Ch. 49.18, 19,20,21,22. Rev. 7. 6. 

4. The full caſting out aad rejetting of all Will worſtip, and their attendant 
abominations, Rev. 11« 2+ | 

5. Profcſſed [ubjettion of the Nations threughout the Whole world wnto the 
Lord { hrift: Dan. 2. 44. Ch. 7. laſt. Iſa. 60. 6, 7, 8, the Kingdoms become, &c. ' 
—_— whom his appearanceſhall beſo glorious, that David himſelf ſhall be 
ſaid ro raign. 

6. A ſl hd and dreadFull breaking of all that riſe in oppeſition unto him : 
Iſa. 60. 12. never ſuch deſolations, Rev. 16.17, 18,19. | | 

Now in order to the bringing in of this his Rule and Kingdom, with its -atten- 
dencies, the Lord Chriſt goes forth in the firſt place to caſt down the things that 
ſtand in his way, daſhing his enemies * pieces like a petters veſzell; This is a part 


&s 
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* of thed-ſigne of Providehce, wherein we are to me-t himin theſe dayes: and here 
* Tfhall ſpeak a word, firſt,un'o them who are eniblcd to look through the clouds & 
| Carkn's, whereby his p ths are encompaſſed. Sec 'ndly unto them who canaor. 


I. B: you perſwa ied to meet the Lord in this hs deiign, ye: to co tie ſted- 


; faſt inhe:ping him againit tne mighry; | ſpeak not onely co you who arc in Aut 10- 


8 rity,nor unto you to whom the /Word is girded;but unto all chat wih well to Sion; 


' We have every one o#r mice that we may caſt into this treaſury, we may be all 


F 2£-#xces in this caſe;all //7421s prevaile's with God and men. There be three things 
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whereby even you, who are but as the number, the common ſouldiers of Chrilt, 
may meet the Lord in this deſign. 
I. By Faith, believe the p:omiſes, cloſe with them , aR faith upon them, and 


Pf. 1210. 1, 4. : you will believe the Beaſt unto deſtruttion, Antichriſt ito the pit, 


P{a. 2. 7,8. and Aagoy toruine, believe that the enemies of Chrift ſhall be 
Mic. 5.3, 4 made hy feorftos!, that the Nations ſhall be his inher cance, that 


| Tfa. 60.12. heſhallraign gloriouſly in beauty, that he ſhall /mvire in pirees the 


heads ever divers Nations ;live in the faith of theſe things, and as it will pive you 


the ſweetneſfe of them before they come, ſoit will haſten their comming beyond. 


the endeavours of thouſands, y: a millions of armed men. 

2+ Meet him With yorr /uoplications, cry unto him, as P/-45.3,4,5+ Gird thy 
ſword upon thy thigh, O moſt mighty with glory and thy majcſty. And in thy ma- 
jeſty ride proſperonſiy, becauſe of truth, and meekneſs, and righteouſneſſe; and thy 
right hand ſhal teach thee terrible things, T hize arrows are ſharp in the hear; of 


_ the Kings enemies, where by the people fall under thee. This will make you to be 
"the Armies of Heaven, that follow him in his great u:1dertakings, Rev. 19.14. It 


is his praying peovle, that arc his conquerj:*g Armies thit follow him: N-1w you 
find it comming, lea» e not pulling with all your ſtrength, leaſt ir role back again, 


' ſhoot nor two or three arrows, and ſo giveover, but never leave ſhvoting , untill 
 - the enemies of the Lo-d be a!l deſtroyed. 


3- Seeing it is his Goſp.l whoſe advancement the Lord Jeſus aimeth at in all 
th-ſed ſpeuſations,and who!c quarrel! alone be r2v{ngeth (what ever men may do) 
help on to the advanceme:t of rar Go pel of his, which as for merly ir was oppret- 


| \WE by the height and tyranny of th* r9wer of Babe/,lo for the preſent, is exceeding- 


ly detiled and cumbred |y the rubbiſh of ir, being in ſome meaſure c.ſt down. = 
| 4. Whereas in theſe diſpeofations, 1t 's moſt eminently and frequently in the 


| _ praiſe of Chriſt ſaid, thot he is juſt and righreous in all hi; wayes, as you may ſee 


in 2ll theacelamations of the Saints upon the execution of his judgements on his e- 
newies ( jſt and righteous art thou) which is ſignal:y done on this account, be- 


$ eauſe the wayes where"y he doth it, are connted moſt »»righreonr in the world: 
in this then al'o, is he to be met, even in the adminiſtration of :uſtice,and judgment, 


208 will otherwiſe certainly be found in a croſſe path unto him, and be b-rn down 


defore him, This is that wiſdom which he cals for among the judges of the earth, 


when he is ſet to raiga on his holy hill, P/. 2, 10, 11» 
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'4. 10,11. fay to him Lord Jeſus; rhine is che Kingdons and the glory, thine are | 


2. ] ſhall adde one word or twon to hens, who either from the darkneſſe of * 
th: chngs th ...jclves, ort 0 (the ;;rezud ces v1 d eoniprited % cher own (It tg 
ar: Ot avi. O41 ern the right ounciie of the waye: vt God but rather 14t up - 
themſelve: apalnt hi: » : p 

1.Then contider ye the conſtant 4pnearing of God aga'n" every 2a'ty thet under * 
ary colour or pictence what eve: have lifecd up themiclves to the ce forcemert 
of things, as ntor:::cr dayes, what colo1: or prere- ce fo ev i thy have put uns 
or which way iocver they have turn'd themſelves, God hath R :| «pvear'd againſt 
them,can you rot d:icern his leavening their Conncels w th foily 211d madnesgweaR- 
»ing ther he rt; a d hind: waki::g the ftrong become as rowe, a..d the /neceſſeful | 
a reproach? though they have gone from mountain to moar't1in to ſeck for dr». * 
14108, aid Chang'd the r pretericevalmoſt as often as Laban did /acobs wages,yet ; 
rey finde netthor fray nor enchantment that will + revai'e & coth r ot this pro» 
clain-t' at the deiign wh ch Go1 had in hand,is as yet marveloully above yo... 

2. Conſider the conſtant a'1{wer of Prayers, wh ch thoſe which have wa'ted oh 
Go: in theſe d:ſpenſations ( to their unſ, exkable conſolat ons have received; find= 4 
ing God to be nigh unto them 1n all that they call upon hime for: if in this thinggthey * 
regarded iniquity in their hearts, ſurely God would net have heard them; orhers | 
alſo cry, even to the Lord do they cry, but he will not bear witneſle to the abo ni= * 
nat on of their heart ;0 that upon th. ſe and ſuch like confideratioi's, you would at | 
laſt t ke the councel of the Pſulmiſt, 46. 1 Oo be ſtill, 8c hnoW that he is Goa, be 
ſilent before him,for he is riſer out of his holy habit2tions ſay, God hath done great 
things for theſe, who hath hardned himſelf ag ainſt him and proſpered} And th.s is * 
te fir't particular. | 

2. Theiecond dehgn of providence in theſe diſpenſations,is evidently to tain the 
glory of all flefi, (© 1/4.23.9. never did the Lord airy. work rmore eirinentlyZwhat : 
ſort of me: is there amongſt us whoſe glory Ged hath not ſtained? | hadrather 
leave this wi.co a filent thought then-to give you particular inſtances of it:orherw-ſe 
it were vet y caſie to mike 1t as clear as the ſun, that God hath left neither 
felt hononr yor glory to any of the ſons of men; meer him #n this allo, 

1. Ceaſe putting confidence in Van, fay he is a Worm, and the Son of Man i« but © 
a worme, his breath is in his noſtrils, and Wherein is he 10 be accounted of? This 
uſe doth the Church make of merc es, P/. 20. 6, 7. ſome trult in horſes, a: d fone 
in chariots, but we will remeber the name of the lord: we will not truſt in Par= 
{'aments or Armies, all fl:ſhis grafſ- (1fa. 40.) kt it have its w theri-g tine and 
away; fee | © Wiſdom but che Wiidom of God, no ſtr.ngeh but rhe Strerigeh of * 
God, no glory bur his. | 2 nt. 7 

2. Have any. of us any glo'y, any Crowns, any gifts, any graces *5y Wiſdom ot 
valovr, :ny uſefull endowments, let us caſt them all dowi at the feer of Jeſus {| 
Chriſt; if we lock on them, if we keep them as our own , God withers all their }' 
beauty, all their glorv;- This do the Elders who Worſhip the Lamb for ever, Rom, | 
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L all the mighty Works which have been bo. 24 in our dayes thineare afl the means 
- , Whereby chey have been accomplithed; we are nothing, we can do nothwg, thou 
-aft all ad in allz- ai:1 his is the ſecond. 
8 3: Heaimsatthe1h:king of ali theſe things here below he is tzking down the 
1 rate and price of ali thi -gs here below, on that which was worth 100-1. he tak?s 
8. his bill and writes dow. ſcarce the 1000. part; he hath laid his ha-«d upo-» the »:/te 
of the Nation, avd hath firred Wings ui:to all their Treaſures, and 1o eminently 
wr tten vanity , and u:certaivty 0:1 them all , as muſt needs lefſen their eſteem, 
were nor men blinded by the god of this World in chis alſo are we to meet theLord 
1. By getting a low elteem of the things that God is thus ſhaking, and that up» 
1 on this accovnt, that he ſhakes them tor this very end and purpoſe, that we ſhould 
1  finde neither re!t nor peace in thein: perhaps thou haſt had a deſire to be ſombody in 
= 2-2 170111, thou ſeeſt thy felf come ſhort of what thou aimedl(t at ; fay now with 
"8 - /ephiboſherb upon the return of David, not onely half, but let apo; ſeeing that 
{ the Lord Jeſus ſhall raign with glory; A man may ſometimes beat a ſervant, for 
| the inſtruction of his fun; God hath ſhaken the enjoyments of his enemies, to lead 
"BR his friends to diſ-eſteem them, God forbid, the quite contrary ſhould be found 
1 upon any of us. 
2. By labouring to finde all riches and treaſures in the Lord Chriſt; the earth 
"Ft ſtaggers like a drunken man; the Princes of it are reduced to a morſell of bread; 
| all that is ſec», is of no value; doth not God dire us to the hidden paths, to the 
| treaſures that cannot be deſtioy:d? many ſay, who Will ſhew #u5 any good? Lord 1ift 
thou up the light of thy countenance upon us. | 
2. Wee are to meet the Loid inthe Way of his Ordinances , .in the wayof Goſ- ; 
pel worſhip; the exalting ofthe Lord Chriſt herein is the iſlue of al! the mighty | 
works of God; this is given in as the end of all; Rev. 21, 3+ The tabernacles of | 
f God, Oc. aftergreat ſhakings, the promiſe is ſtill of a #ew Heaven and ear th, I/a. 
G5. 17+. Rev. 21. T: his is that the people of God pur themſclves upon in the | 
dayes wherein Babylon i1\to be deſtroyed, Terem. 50. 4, 5, 6,7, 8. that is the work | 
they then take in hand; th of all is the buildi:1g of the temple , Ex+k, 47. aid | 
* This is the conclaſion that the people of God do make, [/4. 2.3,4- and it this be nep- E 
Red, the Lord will ſay of us, ar Davidof Naball, ſurely in vain have I kept 
theſe men, and all that they have; to meet the Lord in this alſo. : | 
1. Inquirediligently into bis mindeand Will , that you may know his paths,and 
be acquainted with his ſtatutes. I dare ſay, no Temptation in the world, prefl-s 
with more colonr and violence upon men under merc es, then that to a neglect of 
- walking and holding communion with God in his Ordinances ; the Divell thinks x 
thus to revenge himſelf of the Lord Jeſus ; his own yoke being broken, he thinks | 
to prevail to the caſting away of his;Chriſt hath a yoke though it be gentle & eafie, 
2. You that do enjoy holy Ordinances,labour to have holy hearts anſ' werable there- 
unto : you bave heavewly inflitutions, labour to have heavenly converſations; if 
we be like the world in our walking, it is no great matter, if we be like the world 


T } 
| 9 FN 45S 


A III ame ——- £ 


I” _ 
; 2 p— «$4 - ” 
* acts WA 5% «eG I o 


—IEY 
as + 


——— — — —  — — — 


_ 


wet 


NE eons ortcatnbuthbooo a ifines ud le” FOO AIG Bt ne PK. 
NN IIS 
. -__ - _— * _- — 


 — oft wt 
T Y 


IC » 


Pe han 3 FF? oo 8 fa. 5 aug 


—- = 


TP (9 ms 


| A WU 10 hs 


v» {> ban ww C9 


wan | «© OO OA Fr, Q 


(3 OE ON 
in our Wor/bip: it is ſad walking contrary to God in his own paths; ſhew ow! the 


power and ctticacy of all Golpe: inſtitutions,in a frame of ſpirit, conrſe of life, and 
equability of ſpiritusll cemper all your dayes, 


3+ Keep up the power of pr:vate worſhip, both perſonall and family. 1 have. 


ſeen wany goodLaws for theSabbath,and hope I ſhal feeſome good examples look 


what the roots are in the family, ſuch will the fruits be in the Church and Com- 
mon-wealth ; if yur ſpints are not well manured there, you will be utterly ' 
barren el!/ewhere; that is done moſt clearly to God, which is done within doress * 

2. Meet him 1n 1h. way of bis bolixeſſe, inthe cry of the Saints unto the Lord * 
for the execution of his. judgements and vengreai.ce, they in an eſpeciall manner . 


invocate his holin*ſle, Rer.&.10. How. long, O Lord, holy and true, deft tho 
not juage and aten;e our bioul ow them that dwell on th; earth? And.in. 
their rendring praiſes to him, they ſtill make mention of his holineſſe and righte» 
ouſneſſe in all his wayes. Though the wayes of God are commonly, traduced ag 
unequall and unholy wayes, yct in the cloſe there is no property of his that he 


will more vindicate in all his works,then that of his holineſſe ; io chis then, we are 


alſo to meet the Lord in this day of our deliverance, the day wherein he hath 
wrought ſuch great and wonderfull alterations, | EO 

This uſe the holy Ghoſt maketh upon ſuch like diſpenſations, 2 Pet. 3+ 1 Is 
Seeing tht all theſe things, and 10 alſo Heb.12.27,28. And this Word yet 
ence more, fignifieth the removing of theſe things that are ſhaken , as of 


things that are made, that thoſe things Which cannot be ſhak-n may re 


main, Wherefore we receiving a Kingd»w which cannot be moved , let ns 
have grace, whereby we may ſerve God acceptably with reverence and godly 


fear All things oppoſing ..removed., a freedom e{tabliſhed;.theretose,- letra, 
have grace. God is the thrice holy one, holy in his nature , holy in his words, + 


and holy in all his works, and he requires that his people be an holy people. To 
this he ſtill u ged his ancient people, from the argument of his preſence amongſt 
them: Oh char che Spirit of the Lord would bring forth this own fruit of all his 
dealing with us, that we might be ah holy people! if we pit Gods pure and clean 
mercies, into impure and pncleari veſtels; they will & us be defiled. Let ' s take 
heed of proſtrating the mighty works of God to the ſervice of our Luſts : Should 
we now make ſuch concluſions to our ſelves, as the rich fool in the Goſpel, and 
ſay, Well, we have now peace, and proſperity laid up for ſome years, ſoul rake 
thy eaſe, ear, drink and le merry, groW rich, and great, follow after va- 
ty pride, fully uncleannes,enioy with aclight the things Which We have and heap 
af 1hereto, Why, as this is to labour todraw the Loid God nto a partnerſhip 
w th our abominations, an1 to «nforce his mi-hty works to bear w:trefle to our 


.I:{tt, ſocerta'nly it is ſuch a frawe, as he will ſurely and ſp cdily revenge: the end 
| why God delivers us from all our enemies, is, not thar we may ſerve 0::r luſts and 
our ſelves without fear, but that we may ſerve him withort fear in righteouſneſſe 5 
and holineſſe all the dayes of our lives; let then this be the iflne upon our hearts,of } 
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| +. alf theyiforierand Freeefſes, and returns that we have received; that 
; ” We S ve up our ſelves to the'rord.tm ail m+nner of hol'nefle;- This 1s tha: which $ ? 
| . Lords vo cc calls'us unto: lect hot.now hi t: that is filthy be filrhy, (til > KL not hm 
FE that is wor i#ly be worldly vill! ler noch mthat is'2oo/e,' and hath caſt off th Yoke 
= of Chriſt, be1to Till; Jer not hi.n har hatch ſo igh hym(edf, do! foſtiic; ler norm 
J'z whe ath ontemiicd the inſt:cutions of Chriſt do-.ſo irilt; kt not him char hach 
; been lifted up /above ht3 brechren,be ſo ſtill:»urler every one fortak- his evil Way, 
andthe iniquity that is'in his hand, that. we who were or a people at all, may 
&xpcople tothe pra-ſeof rhe God of all: ehar you who rule over'men, may be 
ruling th the fear ofthe Lord; thac you may. be as the light of the motning when 
- nts <P1f2 5, *even as a mormog withour clouds, a3 the render graffe pringing 
rofghe earth by clear Hining 2frer raine: that 'we who arFunder.rule may 
ſit uader ptr vines'and figettes, ſpeaking w<ll of che Name of God, and labourin; 


- tqcariy on the Kingdo m of the Prince of Peace, cvtn every onec'a; we are called 
and" abiding rbirein with'God:that as whey you ſought fhis mercy,ot: God which 
we rejoice 11,in ſolemn humbling of your ſelves'befors the Ford, T.made it appear 
into you, that it was the remnant of Jacob, Gods fetber and holy ones, lying 
in the bowels of the Nat.qn, that muſt be the riſe'of all our deliverances,  fo-we 
| Would row, Every on: ſtrive to be of that number, for they alone enjoy the ſweer- 
qa ia and every mereye =! Jy" GA 
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